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Write To Achieve!
~ Overview ~

The Importance of Writing

It is vitally important to be able to communicate effectively in school, on the job and in everyday life.  Not having the ability to express oneself, or to communicate well with pen and paper can, and does limit and frustrate many young people, and that is part of why a program like “Write To Achieve!” (WTA!) is so important.  Writing can be the springboard for developing solid, well-rounded communication skills.

Program Overview 
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The Black McDonald’s Operators Association (BMOA) of Chicago is a group of 17 entrepreneurs who are committed to the community, and who introduced this new and exciting program to students in grades 5 through 12 six years ago.  WTA! is designed to improve writing skills, enhance verbal communication, encourage reading and stimulate creativity.  WTA! encourages daily entries in an official “Write to Achieve!” journal.  The program was implemented in 23 Chicagoland and Northwest Indiana schools last year, and plans are to grow school participation in the 2008-2009 school year. 
Program Elements
· 120-page journal offers an English usage guide, Black History facts and features on various careers where writing is important, but not necessarily recognized. 
· The program runs throughout the school year, and is provided at no cost to the schools.

· A writer’s workshop/kick-off rally will be held at the UIC Pavilion during the third week of October.  The WTA! program will be introduced to approximately 2,300 students at this event, and students will interactively participate in the pep rally with poets, BMOA presenters and other entertainment.  

· This event is free to students that attend any of the participating Write To Achieve! schools.

· Throughout the school year, essay and poetry contests, pep rallies, and other activities are hosted to encourage and keep youth motivated to write.

- ### -

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���











[image: image3.png]BLLOA

BLACK McDONALD’S® OPERATORS ASSOCIATION

ds Buing Leaters |



_1211781998.doc
[image: image1.png]@Wﬁ{ el
BM-OA







